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BOVIET PAPER INDUETRY

The paper industry in the USER consists of 6 major combines snd o
inrge mmber of smaller plante. Boviet profduction of paper in 1958 was
shout 16 perosnt of U8 production, snd caréhoard production wus less
than 1 percent. _

In spite of vast forest resources, the Soviet paper industry has
besn dsficient in meeting the groving needs for paper asd psper profucts.
The low pricrity granted the industry has kept the level of techmology
low. Mans t of the industry is poor sad profuction methods cbsolete.
w falists wio visited some of the more advenced Soviet paper mauu-
facturing installations comsider the Scoviet paper imdustry to be 5 to
10 years bedind that of the US snd Cexada in the production of peper
snd in paper research., Both the quantity sad guality of Boviet psper
profuction remein lov.

The majority of Soviet paper plauts sre looated in the Northwest,
Cantral, and Ursl regions; there is another comcentration of plants in
the Boviet Par Bast. Since World Wer II, paper plants have beau con-
styucted In the Urals, snd additional plents are to be bullt in West

Bveria,
The Soviet paper imdustry hes incressed its production as shown

in the ing tedulstion {in thousand metric toms):
1940 812 153
19% 1,19 209
- S
B i :
A
w7 2 i3
W e‘m hr‘.
1965 3, 500 2,80

of the total production of paper, about 20 percent is newsprint, 20
pevont pristing and writing peyer, and 30 pereent wrapping and packing

25X1A%a
{This paper was prepared oy 1/, ic response to a telephone request
from 0/DD/1, for unclessified material on the subject, 31 March 1959]
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Daspite Seviet efforte to incresse the svalladility of peper,
serioun Saficiencien {n mexy cutegories will continue for s long time.
Shortages vill resain especizlly apparent in the retail industries wheve
packaging ic wry crude. Yor exsmpls, foold packaging and the wapping
of other consuser goofs is virtuslly wimown in the UBSK. Paper for
textbooks and school supplies probubly will ecatinue to be supplied
before most other neeils are met.

- Seviet trade in psper and paper products is negligivie. In 1957,
the USAR imported 85,000 metric tons of psper and exported sbout the

sene smount. Theve has been soms incresse in the export of wood cellu-
looe, of which the USSR is a net exporter.

1 April 1959
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